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Note : Do not type the ‘Speed Passage’ again.
Type the following speed passage in SEVEN MINUTES. Use DOUBLE or ONE
and HALF LINE SPACING and a Margin of FIFTEEN SPACES on the left.

[Marks : 40]

For hundred of years, the girl child has been considered
a liability other parents. They have loved and treasured
her but deep down within, a resentment has always pushed
feelings of pride behind.

In families where several mouths have to be fed, where
the only bread winner brings home a meagre salary, the birth
of a girl brings no joy, no celebrations, only shame and
curses for the mother who cannot bear a son.

Even though radical changes are taking place and people
insist that a dowry is not the criteria for happiness, that
girls are at par with any man today as far as economical
stability goes, yet brides still burn for a lack of dowry,
Cases keep getting hushed and forgotten because there are
no dying statements made, or no eye witnesses, leaving the
culprits scot free to burn again.

Parents labour all their lives to give their daughter
a dowry that will suffice for the home she weds into, yet,
the demands for ‘More’ and more keep coming, and the brides keep
suffering and bearing torture because society does not look
upon divorce as a feasible option. If the dowry system
needs to be done away with, marriage too needs introspection.

It is imperative that women from middle class families
become economically independent. Once they feel they can
function of their own strength.
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